
HE Eduardo Medina Mora. Ambassador of Mexico in the UK 
Clare Hall, Cambridge University. April 6th, 2011. 
CURRENT WORLD CHALLENGES: THE ROLE FOR THE UK AND MEXICO 

 

1 
 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

During the past weeks, we have witnessed that a massive earthquake off the 

coast of Japan can result in a worldwide reconsideration of energy policy and 

that the desperation of a Tunisian citizen who had enough with the behaviour 

of thuggish policemen, sparked a domino effect that eventually led to an allied 

effort to stop a dictator from massacring his people in Libya.  

I mention these examples to illustrate that -for strictly pragmatic 

reasons- no country can afford anymore to think itself an island, for as the 

world is increasingly connected, it becomes smaller and as the nature of 

problems grows ever more complex, unilateral responses to them will simply 

not suffice. However, what these truisms also entail is that, even though 

recent multilateral reactions to global crisis have proven to be highly effective, 

they are only glimmers of a much larger potential. One that has to be 

exploited, taking into consideration the scale of contemporary international 

challenges. 

This is a belief -or should I say, a cause- that Mexico and the UK have in 

common. 
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 It is part of Mexico’s foreign policy DNA to think of cooperation and joint 

action, not only as political make-up, but as a fundamental part of any solution 

to an international challenge. 

 The history of Latin America in the second half of the 20th century would 

be inconceivable without Mexico. Throughout this period Mexico played an 

important role in promoting peace and universal rights. Mexican involvement 

was especially relevant during the coup d’état in Chile, Argentina’s military 

administration, the conflicts which occurred between neighbouring nations 

and the peace processes in Central America. It also always reached out to Cuba 

when the latter was subjected to regional isolation.  

Moreover, Mexican leadership has been instrumental not only in 

ensuring that the lands stretching from the Rio Grande to Patagonia remain 

free of nuclear weapons, but as integral to the creation of the United Nations’ 

Commission for Human Rights.  

 After being elected as a non-permanent member of the UN Security 

Council for 2009-2010, Mexico tirelessly promoted the reform of the 

organisation in order to strengthen its legitimacy and efficacy. Our basic 

conviction is that decisions, which affect the international community, should 

be the outcome of democratic cooperation and intelligent institutional design. 
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Our faith in the productivity of openness and cooperation not only 

applies to governance, but to commercial issues as well. This is clearly 

exemplified by the North American Free Trade Agreement, which has evolved 

into a true partnership that unites us with our northern neighbours in our 

opportunities and also, frequently more noticeable to the public eye, in our 

problems. NAFTA has proven to be pivotal in the development of our country; 

the positive effects it has had on Mexican manufacturing, our economic policy 

framework and the structure of the public sector have confirmed it as the most 

important driver behind Mexico’s economic expansion and its growing ties 

with the US. With total trade between Mexico and the US now worth more 

than 470 billion dollars, NAFTA is an outstanding and modern example of what 

can be achieved thanks to building partnered frameworks of interaction. 

Mexico sees the future as an opportunity to use its multilateral 

credentials to disentangle the challenges of an increasingly interconnected 

world, focusing in further empowering international institutions and fostering 

global governance. 

Multilateralism implies consensus, which in its now accepted meaning 

does not equate to unanimity. However, the work behind consensus, although 

less glamorous is by no means less crucial. A clear example was Mexico’s 
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labour in patiently listening to all the parties involved, in order for the debate 

on climate change, to break its cul-de-sac and catch a glimpse of a new 

possibility. It worked. Multilateralism works. Just as it worked when the UK 

was at the forefront of pushing the G20 to come up with a solution to the 

largest financial crisis the world has gone through in almost a century. 

The G20 as sort of an economical equivalent to the UN Security Council, 

proved its effectiveness in the recent financial crisis, but it is yet to heed its 

true call: to be the world-s economic agenda setter.  

Global problems –unfortunately- are not constrained to climatic 

vicissitudes, economic growth or financial regulations; for migration, organised 

crime, the rising prices of commodities, also pose the prisoners’ dilemma to 

the world: either we chose to walk down the selfish path and give rise to 

discord or we acknowledge the fact that common problems can only be faced 

by common solutions.  

But cooperation implies dialogue. Understood not as a two-way chatter 

but as an openness to share and learn good practices. In this sense, Mexico’s 

sound macroeconomic policy has been recognised as a model for those seeking 

to achieve sustained and certain growth. Mine was one of the very few 

countries which managed to weather the global financial storm with its 
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economic sails largely intact. Having said this, we must acknowledge that we 

are still far from fully unfolding our growth potential that should position us as 

one of the largest economies in the world. 

 On another realm, the United Kingdom’s peacekeeping capabilities are 

among the finest in the world. Despite the fact that my country is today the 8th 

largest contributor to the UN’s total budget, we are yet to level our 

involvement in peacekeeping operations with the rest of our outstanding 

partners.  

 Even though these are two distinct faces of cooperation, they belong to 

the same coin. Mutual learning strengthens each other’s capabilities allowing, 

not only to solve present problems in a joint manner but more importantly it 

sets the stage where the risks attached to globalization are –if not fully 

avoided- significantly reduced.  

 In other words, Mexico and the UK share a new vision of the world; one 

which replaces old divides like north-south, developed-underdeveloped, with a 

single concept: openness. And the best way that this new world can be faced is 

bluntly expressed by these two sayings: two heads think better than one and 

four hands play better than two. An uncertain world requires a stage of 

stability. Multilateral efforts in the past couple of years have come to the stage 
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when required. However the next step –if the world decides to do so- is for 

multilateral efforts to set the stage. Let multilateral efforts not be a secondary 

character but the conductor of the 21st century narrative. 

 

  


