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THE MEXICAN MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR (SEGOB) AND THE 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STATISTICS AND GEOGRAPHY 

(INEGI) PRESENTS THE NATIONAL SURVEY ON SOCIAL 

COHESION AND CRIME PREVENTION 2014 (ECOPRED). 

Under Mexico´s National Program of Crime and Violence Prevention, in order to 

design more accurate, comprehensive and efficient indicators, National Survey 

on Social Cohesion and Crime Prevention 2014 “ECOPRED” was created 

allowing to identify those people which concentrate the greater number of risk 

factors in their lives as well those communities that have higher levels of 

disorganization and those environments in which proliferates certain 

opportunities for committing crime. 

ECOPRED survey is the first effort worldwide to provide nationwide information 

on risk factors in the social dynamics and exposure to violence and crime, 

especially among young people ranging from 12 to 29, within their personal, 

familiar, school, labor and community contexts. This means, the development 

and relationships within their families; the influence and interaction with friends 

and schoolmates; relationships between members of a community as well as 

the social context. 

A priority for the formulation and implementation of the social prevention of 

crime and violence national policy is to take into account reliable and high 

quality information. For that purpose, the Ministry of the Interior (abbreviated 

SEGOB in Spanish) and the National Institute of Statistics and Geography 

(INEGI) of Mexico worked together on the design of the National Survey on 

Social Cohesion and Crime Prevention 2014 (ECOPRED). 

During 2013, SEGOB and INEGI designed the ECOPRED survey, which was 

carried out from October 6 to December 9, 2014 in 97.754 households of 47 



cities, including seven metropolitan areas from the 32 Mexican states. The 

target population was young people between 12 to 29 years old and 

householders. 

The ECOPRED survey also provides information about abuse and / or crime, 

including: bullying, physical abuse, robbery with or without violence, threats, 

extortion, cyber-bullying, harassment to young people as well as sexual 

violence. 

ECOPRED is essentially a tool with a positive purpose. It’s about making visible 

the complex realities that have never been measured before in Mexico, which, 

according to the national and international experience, are closely related to the 

arising of violence and crime. 

In general, violence and crime phenomena are measured trough their effects 

with tools like: administrative records off crime incidence, victimization rate, 

insecurity perception or number or crimes auto-reported by convicts and ex-

convicts. 

Until now, no country have developed an instrument to measure, systematically 

and in large scale, the social factors (in an individual and community level) that 

increase the risk (or chance) of occurrence or persistence of these phenomena. 

In the future, this effort can be articulated with similar surveys and tools 

worldwide as a measure to develop new indicators and elements that contribute 

to social cohesion and serve strengthen and consolidate the initiatives to 

prevent violence and crime. 


