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Celebration of the World Bee Day 

 
In May, the Embassy of Mexico participated in the celebration of the World Bee Day, organized by the 
Mission of Slovenia in Austria, in cooperation with the United Nations and the Apiary School of Vienna.  
Slovenia organized celebrations around the world in the framework of the first World Bee Day, which 
was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 2017 thanks to the initiative of the 
Slovenian government. A delegation of Mexican women from the apiary industry of our country 
participated in the celebrations that took place in Slovenia. The delegation led by Gabriela Diez 
Gutiérrez, founder of “FunSaEd Bees for Life and Health”, met with Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro on 
May 28 to identify multilateral mechanisms that can contribute to strengthening the apiary sector in 
Mexico. “FunSaEd Bees” promoted the adoption of the “National Bee Day” on August 17 at the 
Mexican Senate, aimed at raising social awareness of the importance of bees and pollination for the 
existence of human beings. 
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Geneva-Vienna dialogue on the world drug problem 
 

As part of the activities of the 
Mexican Chair of the 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
in Vienna, on May 11, 
Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro 
participated in the Geneva-
Vienna dialogue on the world 
drug problem, organized by the 
Permanent Mission of Mexico in 
Austria, in cooperation with the 
Representations of Austria and 

Switzerland, and along with the Global Commission on Drug Policy. The objective of the event was to 
continue to promote a stronger coordination and dialogue between the multilateral organizations in 
charge of tackling the world drug problem. Hence, the event was also attended by high-level 
representatives of the World Health Organization, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the International Narcotics 
Control Board. The participants agreed upon the importance of maintaining a closer communication 
to continue to identify areas of cooperation and keeping track of the progress achieved in the different 
UN headquarters. Therefore, a second edition of the dialogue is expected to be scheduled in Vienna. 
 
 

Mexico's participation in the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice 
 

The Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) held its 27th session in 
Vienna from May 14 to 18. The Mexican 
delegation was led by the under-secretary for 
Human Rights, Crime Prevention and 
Community Services, Sara Irene Herrerías, and 
also composed of representatives of the 
National 
Institute 

of 
Statistics 

and 
Geography (INEGI), the National Security Commission, the 
federal police, the Foreign Ministry, the Office of the Attorney 
General (PGR) and civil organizations. Mexico promoted the 
adoption of resolutions in the fields of restorative justice and 
against illicit trafficking of cultural goods. The Mexican delegation 
also participated in events to promote the work carried out in the 
field of parallel investigation proceedings and the comprehensive 
model developed by the PGR to prevent recidivism of young 
people in conflict with the law. 
 
 

Multilateral Mexico 
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2nd CTBT Science Diplomacy Symposium  
 

The Embassy participated in the 2nd Science Diplomacy 
Symposium, organized by the Preparatory Commission for the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization 
(CTBTO). At the symposium, Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro 
participated as a panellist in the round table on regional 
efforts for nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation and 
spoke about the Treaty of Tlatelolco and the nuclear-weapon-
free zone in Latin America. Other topics of the symposium 
included the CTBTO International Monitoring System, North 
Korea’s nuclear tests, the complementarity of the NPT and the 

CTBT, as well as innovative mechanisms to achieve the signing and/or ratification of Annex 2 by the 
missing States. 
 

R20 Austrian World Summit 
  

Ambassador Patricia Espinosa Cantellano, Executive Secretary 
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), participated in the R20 Austrian World 
Summit, which took place at the Imperial Palace Hofburg in 
Vienna on May 15, under the theme "Leadership for a 
Sustainable Future". The summit is a high-level conference 
about leadership on implementing the Paris Climate 
Agreement and the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. R20 Austrian World Summit is organized annually by 
Arnold Schwarzenegger's "R20 Regions of Climate Action" 
office in Austria with the objective of exchanging experiences 

and opinions in this field. It brings together international leaders from politics, businesses, investors, 
civil society, academics, start-ups, and climate experts as well as representatives of regions and cities 
from around the world. This year, the summit was joined by Austrian President Alexander Van der 
Bellen, Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and many more 
international pioneers creating a positive momentum for this year's UN Climate Change Conference: 
COP 24 in Poland. 
 

Vienna Energy Forum 
 

The Embassy of Mexico participated in the Vienna Energy 
Forum Special Session, organized by the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), in cooperation 
with SE4All, the Foreign Ministry of Austria and the 
International System for Applied System Analysis (IIASA). The 
event consisted of a series panel and round table discussions 
about transforming the energy system, clean energy and 
technology and innovation as tools to fight against climate 
change, as well as the progress in the energy sector to achieve 
prosperity, especially in developing countries. The discussions 

were attended by high-level panellists of other UN bodies, the private and the academic sectors. It is 
worth mentioning the participation of Ambassador Patricia Espinosa, Executive Secretary of the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The forum also included side-events, some 
of which took place in the framework of the Austrian World Summit with a live broadcast for the 
participants, and another event on clean energy, organized in cooperation with the Renewable Energy 
and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP). 
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Mexico at the 2018 Mauthausen Liberation Ceremony 
 

A delegation of the Embassy of Mexico, led by Ambassador 
Hermann Aschentrupp Toledo, Chief of Chancery, participated in 
the celebration on the occasion of the 73rd anniversary of the 
Mauthausen concentration camp liberation. More than 10,000 
visitants, survivors, politicians, national representatives and NGO 
members came together to remember the victims of National 
Socialism and to stand against all forms of intolerance, dictatorship, 
xenophobia and antisemitism. The participants called for solidarity, 
tolerance, mutual help and human rights. The Mexican delegation 
marched under the flag of Mexico and laid a wreath at the 
monument in memory of the victims. The organizers recalled that 
Mexico was the only country that protested against the annexation 
of Austria into Nazi Germany in 1938. The Mexican delegation was 
received by the public with a warm applause.  

 

 

Conference "Vienna + 25" on Human Rights 
 

On May 22 and 23, Mexico participated in the 
conference "Vienna + 25: Building Trust. Making 
Human Rights a Reality for All” in Vienna, where 
human rights experts from several countries 
analysed the present situation of human rights, 
the challenges and best practices regarding their 
protection and implementation in the future. The 
event commemorated the 25th anniversary of the 
1993 Vienna UN World Conference on Human 
Rights, in which the historic "Vienna Declaration 
and Program of Action" was adopted. It 
recognized the universality and indivisibility of 
human rights and determined their 
implementation as a priority for the international 
community. Also, it mandated the creation of the 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).  
In her opening speech, the Foreign Minister of Austria, Karin Kneissl, stated: "The fact that defending 
fundamental and human rights is increasingly being met with apathy or even mistrust, which leads to 
some forms of aggression, intimidation and injustice, is something that must give us all pause". The 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, warned that human rights 
are under pressure around the globe. The recommendations resulting from the conference will be 
included in a document that will be sent to the United Nations in New York for examination and further 
divulgation. 
 
 
 
 
 

© Bundesministerium für Europa, Integration und Äußeres 

 

Mexico and Austria 
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Mexico at an event of the African Institute for Remittances in Vienna 
 

On May 3, Ambassador Hermann 
Aschentrupp Toledo, Chief of Chancery 
of the Embassy of Mexico, participated in 
the 2nd Diaspora Engagement Forum 
"Remittance and Beyond: The Future of 
African Diaspora Contributions to African 
Development", organized by the African 
Institute for Remittances (AIR) in Vienna. 
The event gathered experts from the 
financial, governmental and private 
sectors with the aim of exchanging 
effective strategies and best practices to 

promote the diaspora contributions to economic transformation in Africa. Ambassador Aschentrupp 
participated in the panel "Leveraging remittances and success factors" with a presentation on the 
perspectives and characteristics of remittances in Latin America and Mexico, in particular, the 
programme “3 x 1 for Migrants” introduced by the Mexican Ministry of Social Development (SEDESOL). 
The figures of Mexican migration to the United States and the amount of revenues from remittances, 
as well as the Mexican government's strategy to leverage the remittances flows for the benefit of the 
development in the migrants' communities of origin, caused great impression among the audience.  
 
 

Mexico shares its experiences with investor-State dispute settlement 
 

On May 26, Ambassador Hermann 
Aschentrupp Toledo, Chief of Chancery 
of the Embassy of Mexico, participated in 
the Ninth Investment Arbitration Forum, 
organized by the Austrian Chamber of 
Commerce and the lawyer's office Wöss 
& Partners, in cooperation with other 
chambers and academic institutions, 
including the Institute of Legal Research 
of the National Autonomous University 
of Mexico and the Colegio de México, 
and delivered the presentation 
“Mexico's adherence to the Convention 
of the World Bank Group on the 

Settlement of Investment Disputes between States and Nationals of Other States”. The event was 
attended by approximately 60 specialists from Austria, Mexico and European countries and by 
students of the University of Vienna. The organizers thanked the Embassy for its participation and 
recalled the audience that the 80th anniversary of the Protest of Mexico at the League of Nations 
against the annexation of Austria into Nazi Germany was celebrated last March.  
 
 
 
 

Economy 
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Meeting with Austrian artist Lise Binder  
 

Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro met with Austrian 
artist Lise Binder at the Embassy of Mexico and 
gave her an award for her participation in the 
Global Children's Painting Festival “A world of 
friendship” in 1968, when she was only nine years 
old. The painting festival was one of twenty 
events organized during that year within the 
cultural programme of the 1968 Summer 
Olympics in Mexico. The Ambassador also handed 
over a copy of the painting that Lise Binder 
submitted in 1968.  
 

 

Exhibition of Ibero-American caricatures at the Instituto Cervantes 
  

On May 7, Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro 
participated in the inauguration of the exhibition 
“EL TRAZO / O TRACO IBEROAMERICANO”, which 
includes works of Mexican caricaturists Paco 
Calderón and Abel Quezada, at the Instituto 
Cervantes in Vienna. The exhibition will be open 
to the public until July 6 at the Instituto Cervantes 
(Schwarzenbergplatz 2, 1010 Vienna) during the 
opening hours: 10:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 
2:00p.m. to 4:00p.m. on workdays except Friday. 
 
 
 

 

Meeting with Austrian museum directors for exhibition in 2020 
 

On May 24, Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro held a 
meeting with the directors of the Viennese museums 
Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien (Dra. Sabine Haag), 
Naturhistorisches Museum Wien (Christian Köberl and 
Franz Pichorner) and Weltmuseum Wien (Christian 
Schicklgruber), in order to discuss with them the 
possibility of presenting an exhibition on the Aztecs in 
Vienna in 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Culture  

© Cultura Latina 
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What is an Apostille? 
 
The Apostille is an administrative procedure that guarantees the acknowledgement of public 
documents abroad through legalization of the signatures and seals in the document by an authority 
of the expedition country. 
It has its origin in the Hague Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalization for Foreign Public 
Documents, adopted in The Hague, Netherlands, on October 5, 1961, better known as the Apostille 
Convention.   
The Apostille Convention was aimed at simplifying the series of formalities required during the 
legalization process for the signatures of public documents that are intended to be legally effective in 
a country other than the expedition country. This series of formalities is also known as “chain 
legalization”, since the legalization process of the document's signatures represents a series of 
signature authentications, which literally requires to follow the chain of signing public authorities, 
from the regional to the federal level, and after that, the diplomatic chain through the Consulate or 
Consular Department of the Embassy in the country in which the document is intended to be used 
and until, finally, the Foreign Ministry of that country. 
The Apostille, however, reduces the procedure to only one certification of the signatures or seals by 
the authorities designated in the respective country. Once the Apostille is issued on the document, it 
automatically becomes legally effective in all States Parties to the Convention.  
 
For the convenience of those who need to apostille documents issued in Mexico and/or in the 

countries of the area of competence of the Embassy of 
Mexico in Vienna (Austria, Slovakia and Slovenia), we provide 
the following information regarding the entry-into-force of 
the Apostille Convention and the authorities designated in 
each country for issuing the Apostille on their documents: 

• Mexico joined the Convention in 1994, and it entered 
into force in Mexico on August 14, 1995. 

• Austria signed it on November 14, 1967, and it 
entered into force on January 13, 1968.  

• Slovakia ratified it on June 6, 2001, and it entered 
into force on February 18, 2002. 

• Slovenia joined the Convention as an independent 
State on June 8, 1992, after it had already entered into force 
for the former Yugoslavia the year before, on June 25, 1991.  
 
 

The latest version of the list of the States Parties to the Apostille Convention is available online: 
https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/status-table/?cid=41 
According to article 6 of the Convention, each State Party designates the authorities authorized to 
issue the Apostille and notifies the designation to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.   
In the case of Mexico, the authority for issuing the Apostille for federal public documents is the 
Ministry of the Interior (Secretaría de Gobernación), which can be contacted through the following 
link: https://www.hcch.net/es/states/authorities/details3/?aid=333. For public documents issued on 
State level, the Secretarías de Gobierno (or Gobernación) of the States are in charge of apostilling 
public documents of their respective State. You can find a list of all State authorities in Mexico, 
following this link: https://assets.hcch.net/upload/auth12contact_mx.pdf. 
The authorities designated by each State Party to the Convention are also available online: 
https://www.hcch.net/es/instruments/conventions/authorities1/?cid=41 

News from the Consular Department 
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For this reason, the Consulates and the Consular Departments of the Embassies are not empowered 
to apostille documents nor to intervene in the Apostille procedure. 
Like the document's signature legalization, the Apostille only certifies that the signature or the seal on 
the document was issued by a public officer on duty, but it does not confirm the validity of the 
document's content. 
According to article 4 of the Convention, the title "Apostille (Convention de La Haye du 5 octobre 
1961)" must always appear in French. 
Every authority of a State Party must keep records of the apostilled documents and provide them with 
continuous numbering in order to avoid falsifications. Only then, the document is secure with regard 
to its authenticity and origin, as is the case with the chain legalization procedure. 
 
 

Newsletter of the Instituto Nacional Electoral about electoral votes issued by 

Mexicans abroad 
 

The Instituto Nacional Electoral (INE) has 
published a special edition of the newsletter 
“Lazos Electorales” for Mexican voters 
abroad, which is distributed through the INE 
newsletter mailing list, under the title 
“GARANTIZA INE LA RECEPCIÓN Y CONTEO DE 

TODOS LOS VOTOS DE LAS MEXICANAS Y MEXICANOS RESIDENTES EN EL EXTRANJERO EL PRÓXIMO 1° 
DE JULIO”. You can read this publication online in Spanish: https://bit.ly/2HmGnMa 
 
 
 
 

 

The Embassy of Mexico supports the International Day Against Homophobia, 

Transphobia and Biphobia 
 

With the spirit of supporting the International Day 
Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia 
(IDAHOT), the Embassy of Mexico in Austria joined 
on May 17 the initiative “Diplomats for Equality” 
and, along with 31 Embassies, Delegations and 
Permanent Missions in Vienna, signed a press 
release to help the cause. Diplomats for Equality 

organizes the participation of delegations, permanent missions and staff of the embassies in Vienna 
in the Vienna Pride (Regenbogenparade) on June 16, as an act of commitment to human rights and 
fundamental freedoms and against the cases of discrimination and/or persecution of members of the 
LGBTI movement worldwide.  
Read the press release in English:  
https://www.diplomatsforequality.org/en/activities/ 
Read the press release in German: 
https://www.diplomatsforequality.org/diplomats-for-equality-unterstuetzen-den-internationalen-
tag-gegen-homophobie-biphobie-und-transphobie-2018/ 

Campaign  
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