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Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro's working visit to Brussels 
 

As part of the coordination and dialogue activities 
promoted by the Mexican Presidency of the 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the United Nations' 
most important body for drug-related issues, 
Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro realized a working 
visit to Brussels upon an invitation extended by 
national drug authorities of European countries. 
The Permanent Representative of Mexico shared 
her views on the results of the Commission's sixty-
first session, held last March, as well as on the 
prospects of the pending work, with the 
representatives of the 28 Member States of the 
European Union (EU), who gather monthly in the 
framework of the Horizontal Working Party on 
Drugs (HDG) of the Council of the EU.  

With the aim of using her stay in Brussels to expand the dialogue with all interested entities, 
Ambassador Buenrostro also participated in the meeting of the CELAC-EU Cooperation and 
Coordination Mechanism on Drugs. That group 
promotes a dialogue between the members of 
the European Union and of the Community of 
Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC). 
The Mexican Presidency deemed the meeting 
especially relevant due to the opportunity to 
interact with representatives of countries that 
have no Representation in Vienna, particularly 
Caribbean countries. Both meetings concluded 
with a broad acceptance of the work done by 
the Mexican Presidency and with a vote of 
confidence for the pending work. Ambassador 
Buenrostro will keep promoting this extended 
dialogue in her coming visits to the UN offices 
in Geneva and New York. 
 

Multilateral Mexico 
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Priorities of Mexico for the next NPT Preparatory Committee 
 

On March 23 and April 4, Ambassador 
Alicia Buenrostro held key-note 
speeches at the Vienna Center for 
Disarmament and Non-Proliferation 
(VCDNP) and at the Vienna International 
Center (VIC) on Mexico's position, 
perspectives and expectations regarding 
the Second Meeting of the Preparatory 
Committee for the 2020 Review 
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT), to take place in Geneva 
from April 23 to May 4. 
The NPT is the primary international 
treaty in force with the central objective 
to prevent the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons and promote nuclear disarmament. In these meetings, Ambassador Buenrostro highlighted 
Mexico's contribution to the consolidation of international peace and security and the country's 
initiative to promote and sign a Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.  
 
 

Breakfast with the Austrian chapter of the International Women’s Forum 
 

On April 10, 
Ambassador 

Alicia Buenrostro 
organized the 
first “Champions 
Breakfast” of the 
Austrian chapter 
of the 

International 
Women's Forum 
(IWF). 
The meeting 
included the 
President and 
the Vice 

President of the IWF, Helene Marie Gosselin and Linda Villarreal-Paierl. The objective was to motivate 
newly incorporated female members or women interested in entering the organization to learn about 
the work carried out internationally by the IWF, as well as the projects that can be led by the Austrian 
chapter (http://iwforum.org/german). At the event, the synergies that the group can generate with 
the Gender Champions of the United Nations in Vienna and with the REINSERTA Foundation in Mexico, 
dedicated to women in prison and especially to their children for adequate reintegration into society, 
were discussed.  
For more information, please go to the following link: https://reinserta.org/. REINSERTA will be part 
of the Mexican delegation at the 27th session of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice (CCPCJ), which will take place from May 14 to 18 at the UN headquarters in Vienna. 
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Mexico promotes the signing of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and 

Regular Migration 
 

The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 
Migration aims at mitigating the adverse factors that 
prevent people from building and maintaining 
sustainable living conditions in their countries of 
origin and force them to seek a better future in 
another country. Currently, the Member States are 
negotiating the text of the Compact within the 
United Nations Organization in New York. The 
negotiations should be concluded next July. In terms 
of international cooperation, Switzerland and Mexico 

are strongly committed to the signing of the Compact, which will not be legally binding, but raise 
common awareness of international migration through a series of viable commitments, and it will 
have sufficient weight to change the current narrative about migration in the world. With this action, 
the Government of Mexico proves its commitment to promote international cooperation for 
development in the regions of origin, transit and return of migrants, in addition to foster international 
consensus on initiatives for migration governance, at the same time, it confirms its conviction that 
international migration is a factor of development for Mexico and the world. Read more about the 
Compact and its guiding principles: http://ow.ly/DTz530jgO7e  
 
 
 
 
 

Government of Mexico and UNESCO sign agreement to establish a Regional 

Center for Water Security 
 

The Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in 
close collaboration with the Mexican Institute 
of Water Technology (IMTA, for its acronym in 
Spanish) and the Institute of Engineering of the 
National Autonomous University of Mexico 
(IINGEN-UNAM), signed an agreement on the 
establishment of the Regional Center for 
Water Security (CERSHI) in Mexico, with the 
support of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
On April 17, the Mexican Foreign Minister Luis 
Videgaray Caso and the UNESCO Director 
General Audrey Azoulay signed an instrument 
at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris, which 

formalizes the creation of this first Center in Mexico with the main objective to improve water security 
in the face of hydrometeorological risks caused by extreme events or other risks that deteriorate the 
quality of this important natural resource. 
The establishment of the Center represents a concrete step towards the fulfillment of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular its objective 6, which seeks to "guarantee the 
availability of water and its sustainable management and sanitation for everyone". The Center will be 
dedicated to building capacities for research, training, educational activities and technical support at 
regional and global level in the field of water security in Mexico. There are 36 UNESCO centers for 
water resources worldwide. 

News from Mexico 
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Statement of President Enrique Peña Nieto on the relationship between 

Mexico and the USA 
 

On April 5, the President of Mexico, 
Enrique Peña Nieto, addresses the Nation 
in a statement on the recent events in the 
relation between Mexico and the USA. In 
his message, which was broadcasted via 
official social media, the Mexican Head of 
State said that more than a year ago, two 
fundamental principals were established 
for guiding the relation with the 
Administration of President 
Donald Trump: “First: to protect, above 
all, the national interest, our sovereignty 
and the dignity of the Mexican people, 

and second: to maintain a constructive and open approach that allows us to overcome differences, 
face common challenges and reach agreements”. “Mexico will not accept threatening or disrespectful 
attitudes”, the President stated, and added that “nothing and no one stands above the dignity of 
Mexico”. 
Read full statement (in Spanish): 
https://www.gob.mx/presidencia/es/prensa/mensaje-del-presidente-enrique-pena-nieto-
153373?idiom=es 
Read full statement (in English): 
https://www.gob.mx/presidencia/es/prensa/mensaje-del-presidente-enrique-pena-nieto-version-
en-ingles?idiom=es 
Read full statement (in German): 
https://www.wienerzeitung.at/meinungen/gastkommentare/957580_Mexiko-ist-der-falsche-
Adressat-fuer-Donald-Trumps-Frust.html  
 
 
 
 

Mexico and the EU reach an 'agreement in principle' on trade 
 
On April 21, Mexico and the European Union (EU) reached an 'agreement in principle' to modernize 
the Economic Trade Agreement between both parties. This agreement, which will be part of the so-
called Global Agreement between Mexico and the EU, will deepen and broaden the scope of the 
original Agreement signed in 1997. Almost every trade chapter between Mexico and the EU, including 
those in the agriculture sector, will be exempt from customs. The President of the European 
Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, noted on this occasion: "Trade can and should be a win-win process 
for everyone, and that is precisely what today's Agreement is about. Mexico and the EU have worked 
together to obtain a mutually beneficial result". Cecilia Malmström, European Commissioner for 
Trade, added that "in less than two years, Mexico and the EU have reached an agreement which 
adapts to the economic and political challenges of the 21st century. Now we can open a new chapter 
in our long and fruitful relationship, and boost trade and job creation". For more information on the 
Mexico-EU agreement (press release of the European Commission in English): 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-1447_en.htm   
 

Relationship Mexico - USA 

Economy 
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Participation of Mexico as partner country at Hannover Messe 
 

On April 24, the President of Mexico, 
Enrique Peña Nieto, and the Federal 
Chancellor of Germany, Angela Merkel, 
inaugurated the National Pavilion of 
Mexico at Hannover Messe, which is 
considered as the largest and most 
important platform of industrial 
innovation in the world. Mexico was 
invited as the first Latin American 
country to participate as a partner 
country. At the Pavilion, 80 Mexican 
companies showed their products in 
space of 3,500 square meters. In the 
framework of the industrial fair, both 
Heads of Government watched the 

signing of cooperation instruments in the fields of air transport; infrastructure and digital policies; 
higher education and professional training, as well as industry 4.0. "This visit has strengthened the 
bonds of friendship between our nations and the collaboration between our governments", noted the 
President of Mexico. The Federal Chancellor of Germany said: "We are pleased to see the strength 
and development that Mexico has experienced in recent years." As a guest country at Hannover 
Messe, Mexico had the extraordinary opportunity to present itself to the global industry with new 
technological innovations, investment opportunities, strategies for growth and innovative research 
projects.  
 
 
 
 
 

Performance of Mexican clown Nano Lara La Lá at the ICM  
 

On April 11, the Mexican clown Nano Lara 
La Lá performed his kids program "La Bella 
Durmiendo" at the Cultural Institute of 
Mexico in Vienna (ICM), which was aimed 
at the Mexican and Spanish-speaking 
community. The entertaining program is a 
variation of the classic children's fairytale, 
exploring the art of clowning and physical 
theater and reflecting with children and 
teenagers on the current concept of 
beauty. Nano Lara La Lá is currently the 
artistic director of the theater group La 
Bufón S.O.S.ial. His theater productions 
were designed to help communities in war 
trauma, conflict and post-conflict zones to 
heal. He is also the artistic director of the 

Children's Peace Theater organization in Mexico and Colombia. Thanks to Nano Lara La Lá for this 
unforgettable afternoon and to the girls and boys who came to his performance! 
  

Culture 
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Lecture of Dr. Juan Pablo Meneses on modern Mexican art  
 

On April 12, an interesting lecture was held by Mexican 
Professor Juan Pablo Meneses on modern Mexican art 
at the Cultural Institute of Mexico (ICM) in Vienna. Juan 
Pablo Meneses is research professor at the Academic 
Art Coordination (Coordinación Académica en Arte) of 
the Autonomous University of San Luis Potosí (UASLP) 
in the area of modern Mexican art. His main field of 
research is modern art and digital media. Professor 
Meneses studied Communication Sciences, Visual Arts 
and Multimedia at the UASLP, and he has a doctor's 
degree for Art, Production and Investigation at the 
Universidad Politécnica in Valencia. Thanks to Dr. 

Meneses for his lecture and to all the participants for their interest! 
 
 

Movie “Espiral” of Jorge Pérez Solano in Ljubljana 
 

On April 23, the Embassy of Mexico in Austria, in collaboration with the 
Honorary Consulate of Mexico in Ljubljana, showed the movie “Espiral” of 
Mexican director Jorge Pérez Solano at the cinema Cinemateque in Ljubljana. 
The event was realized on the occasion of the “Day of Latin America and the 
Caribbean - Bled Strategic Forum 2018”, organized by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Slovenia. It was attended by approximately 45 persons who 
participated in the reception that the Embassy and the Honorary Consulate 
gave after the movie. “Espiral” is the story of "Diamantina" and "Araceli", two 
young Mixteca women from Oaxaca, whose husbands leave to the USA in 
search of better economic conditions. When they come back to the village, 
everything has changed… 

 
 

Closing of the exhibition “Flores Mexicanas” by Georgina Calzada  
 

 
On April 27, Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro closed 
the exhibition “Flores Mexicanas: honrando la 
diversidad de la mujer mexicana” by artist 
Georgina Calzada at the Instituto Cervantes in 
Vienna, in the presence of the Austrian exhibition 
curator, Dr. Ursula Vavrik. The exhibition was 
dedicated to Mexican women and was presented 
on the occasion of the International Women's Day 
with the aim of stressing the importance of more 
visibility and presence of women in the world.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Curator Dr. Ursula Vavrik (left) and Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro 
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Cultural events in May 2018:  
 
 

Exhibition “EL TRAZO / O TRACO IBEROAMERICANO”.  
 
Monday, May 7, 7:00p.m.:  
The exhibition “EL TRAZO / O TRACO IBEROAMERICANO - 
Iberoamerikanische Karikaturisten” with works of Mexican 
caricaturists Paco Calderón and Abel Quezada will be presented 
from May 7 until July 6 at the Instituto Cervantes in Vienna 
(Schwarzenbergplatz 2, 1010 Vienna) during the opening hours: 
10:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 2:00p.m. to 4:00p.m. on workdays 
except Friday. The exhibition also includes works by artists from 
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Chile, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, 
Spain and Venezuela.  
 
 

 

Exhibition “Exile Through Art” by the Colegio Hebreo Monte Sinaí 
 

Tuesday, May 8, 7:00p.m.: 
The Cultural Institute of Mexico (ICM) is pleased to 
invite to the exhibition “Exile Through Art”, a 
project of a students' group of the Colegio Hebreo 
Monte Sinaí in Mexico City, which will be 
inaugurated by Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro 
Massieu at the ICM on May 8 in the presence of the 
students. The exhibition will be open from May 9 to 
18 during the opening hours from 1:30p.m. to 
6:00p.m. on working day except Wednesday. The 

exhibition shows historical data, documents and photographs about World War II and explored the 
reasons that made Wolfgang Paalen and other European artists take the decision to leave their 
country and seek refuge in Mexico. The students of the Colegio Monte Sinaí used mainly the work of 
Austrian historian Christian Kloyber for their research. 
 
 

Exhibition “Nuevo dibujo mexicano” at the ICM 
 

Thursday, May 24, 7:00p.m.: 
Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro will inaugurate the exhibition “Nuevo 
dibujo mexicano” of a group of young artists at the Cultural Institute of 
Mexico in Vienna, in the presence of the curator Frida Robles Ponce. The 
exhibition will include works by the Mexican artists Christopher Aquino, 
Lucía C. Aragón, Esteban Azuela, Cocolvú, Alejandra España, Lucio 
González, Ediciones Hungría, Pamela Martínez, Amanda Mijangos, 
Santiago Robles and Fito Valencia, who are all united under the theme 
“new Mexican drawings”. The exhibition will be open from May 25 until 
August 14 during the opening hours from 2:00p.m. to 6:00p.m. on working 
days except Wednesday. 
 
 Mi ciudad - Amanda Mijangos 
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Electoral campaign in Mexico 
 

The 90-days campaign period established by 
law for federal elections started on March 30 
and will end on June 27, three days before 
the election day on July 1st. During this 
period, candidates will contend for the 
Presidency of Mexico, for the 500 seats in 
the Chamber of Deputies and for the 128 
seats in the Senate.  
 
In addition to the usual campaign trails of 
the candidates to different regions of the 
country and the propaganda on radio and 

television, it was agreed for this occasion to hold three presidential debates that will include new 
aspects regarding the format and structure: program hosts will have a more active role and the 
audience will be able to participate in a question and answer session. This new format will certainly 
allow a better contrast of the ideas and proposals of each candidate and will contribute to improve 
information for constituents. 
 
On Sunday, April 22, the first debate was held in 
Mexico City, under the theme “Politics and 
Government” on the subtopics “combat against 
corruption and impunity, public security and 
violence, democracy and pluralism and vulnerable 
groups”. The second debate will take place in 
Tijuana, Baja California, on Sunday, May 20, at 8:00 
p.m. local time, under the theme “Mexico in the 
World” on the subtopics “foreign trade and 
investment, border security and combat against 
transnational organized crime and migrants' 
rights”. The third debate will take place in Mérida, 
Yucatán, on Tuesday, June 12, at 9:00 p.m. local 
time, dedicated to the theme “Economy and 
Development” with the subtopics “economic 
growth, poverty and inequality, education, science 
and technology and sustainable development and 
climate change”. 
 
It is possible to watch and listen to the debates on national radio and television channels, as well as 
on several YouTube video channels and some online news agencies. 

Consular Section 

https://embamex2.sre.gob.mx/austria
mailto:embaustria@sre.gob.mx
http://www.facebook.com/EmbamexAustria/

