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Letter from the Ambassador
A Good International Citizen.
Like Australia, Mexico is a good, loyal and proactive
international citizen. For decades Mexico has been
supporting, and often championing, some of the
international eﬀorts in favour of the best global
causes. "

!
Multilateralism.- Mexico has long supported the
cause of Multilateralism. Being a UN founding
member, Mexico has worked hard towards a comprehensive reform of the UN System, which includes strengthening the General Assembly as the democratic, plenary organ of the United Nations.
Also, as a developing nation, Mexico wishes to
strengthen the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), to make it growingly able to support
the development goals of all the states. Regarding
the UNSC, Mexico is encouraging a substantive
discussion based on the compromise proposal for
reform of the Council that has the broadest possible agreement of the Member States. This proposal
is based only on expanding the non-permanent
membership to achieve an equitable geographic representation and a reform of the UNSC’s working
methods to make them more transparent, eﬀective
and eﬃcient.

Disarmament and International Security.Mexico has historically been one of the strongest
supporters of the prohibition and elimination of all
weapons of mass destruction. A long time ago, at
the initiative of Mexico, and through the Treaty of
Tlatelolco, Latin America became the first inhabited region to be declared free of nuclear weapons.
Later on, the treaties of Tashkent, Rarotonga and
Pelindaba did the same in Central Asia, The South
Pacific and Africa. Mexico believes that general and
complete disarmament, that is verifiable, transparent and irreversible, is the only way to ensure peace, international security and human security. Mexico considers that nuclear weapons should be evaluated from a humanitarian perspective that takes into
account both the short- and long-term global effects on the population, health, environment and
development. A few weeks ago, with the active participation of Australia, Mexico hosted a conference
on this issue. Also, along with Australia, Mexico is
working strongly in the UN in favour of the entrance into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-TestBan Treaty, as a key step towards nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. Recently, Mexico has
reaﬃrmed its historic position on achieving general
and complete disarmament in the world by signing
the U.N. Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) the very first day
it opened for signature."
International cooperation for development.-

At the same time that Mexico has been promoting
fulfilment of the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) in 2015, it has played a proactive role in
designing the new Post-2015 Development Agenda,
to ensure that it meets the global needs as well
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as those of the developing world, and that it promotes sustainable human development in its three
key areas, namely the social, economic and environmental spheres. Mexico favours an inclusion
approach to the new development framework,
which should apply to all countries and establish
goals that can be adapted to diﬀerent national
realities. Given the current global context, and now
that the Mexican Agency for International Development Cooperation (AMEXCID) has been
strengthened, Mexico is promoting a renewed architecture for international development cooperation. In its dual role as both donor and recipient of
aid, Mexico seeks to increase both the quantity and
quality of South-South cooperation and to maximize the impact of the cooperation it receives. With
the important participation of Australia, in April
2014, Mexico will host the first Ministerial-level
Meeting of the Global Partnership for Eﬀective
Development Cooperation, an initiative that involves a large number of actors, including donor and
recipient countries of North-South, South-South
and triangular cooperation."

!

!
Human Rights.- In accordance with its Constitutional mandate, one of the guiding principles of
Mexico’s foreign policy is respect for and protection
and promotion of human rights. Mexico has played
an important role in perfecting the international
mechanisms on human rights, as it did in the frame
of the UN for the creation of the United Nations
Human Rights Council (UNHRC), and served as
the Council's chair during its first year of existence. "
Currently Mexico is encouraging the objective and
eﬀective treatment of human rights situations
everywhere in the world, including the cases of the
most vulnerable groups, such as migrants, women,
children and indigenous peoples. "

!

Preservation of World Environment.- With
an active participation of Australia, in 2010, Mexico hosted the 16th Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change COP-16, which succeeded in rescuing
the world environmental talks from the impasse
they had fallen into, and signalled the way for the
future international cooperation in this field. Mexico has continued to play an important role in the
discussion on conserving natural capital and environmental goods and services, which are a key part
of development and of society’s welfare. "

The World Drug Problem.- Remaining true to
our tradition and belief in multilateralism and international cooperation, Mexico has intensely promoted international cooperation against the world
drug problem, and endorsed its commitment to addressing the challenges inherent in the illegal trafficking and use of drugs in a comprehensive, balanced fashion, under the principle of common and
shared responsibility. At the initiative of Mexico, in
2016 the UN General Assembly will hold a special
session, with the purpose of having an open and
inclusive debate on the alternatives available for
eﬀectively addressing the world drug problem in a
comprehensive way. There is a general mood of expectation about this special session, which will
constitute an excellent opportunity to discuss the
world drug problem. "

!

Terrorism.- Mexico has stressed its commitment
to prevent and combat international terrorism, its
financing, and its ties with emerging threats, through cooperation and by taking steps that address
its underlying causes while respecting human rights,
the rights of refugees and international humanitarian law.
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Mexico will also highlight the importance of treating this evil in a consistent fashion within the UN
and will stress the progress made in implementing UN Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 1540
(2005) which obligates States to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons
and their delivery systems, and to establish adequate domestic controls over related materials in order
to prevent illicit traﬃcking, as well as the outcome of the 8th plenary session of the Global Initiative to
Combat Nuclear Terrorism that was held last May in Mexico City. Regarding the negotiation of a
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism, Mexico reiterates its support for the work of
the Ad Hoc Committee for drafting the convention and its decision to create a Working Group to finalize the project."

!

Conclusion.- Mexico participates in the multilateral fora with the
will and capabilities to act responsibly in view of the global challenges facing humanity. Mexico seeks a stronger and eﬃcient UN system; a general and complete nuclear disarmament; more eﬀective and
eﬃcient international cooperation for development; the protection
of the world environment; full national and international respect for
human rights; and more eﬀective international coordination against
terrorism and drug traﬃcking. In sum, Mexico is a country that
wields its global responsibility by respecting and championing the
fairest causes of humanity.

The President of Mexico, Enrique Peña Nieto, sent a
letter to Gen. Peter Cosgrove congratulating him on
the occasion of his swear in as the new Governor General of Australia on Friday 28 of March. "

!

The Minister of Foreign Aﬀairs of Mexico, José Antonio Meade Kuribreña, sent a congratulatory note to
Julie Bishop, Minister of Foreign Aﬀairs of Australia,
on the re-election of Dr. Francis Gurry as the Director of the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO).
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Global Mexico
Economic reforms to achieve Mexico´s full potential
During 2013 México underwent a fruitful process of political
negotiations in Congress that rendered transformative reforms
promoted by the federal government. In the realm of economic
aﬀairs the key 2013 reforms are in the fields of telecommunications and economic competitiveness; financial, energy and
Treasuy."

!

Reform on telecommunications and economic competitivenes: the objectives of this reform are to ensure that television, radio, telephone and data services cover the whole country, at fair prices and ensuring quality in services and content. It
will promote competition and strengthen fundamental rights:
freedom of expression and access to information, together with
those of telecommunications and broadcasting service users.
The state will guarantee that they are provided in conditions of
competitiveness, quality, diversity, universal coverage, networking, convergence, free access and continuity. Broadcasters
have the right for their signals to be retransmitted free of charge and in a non-discriminatory fashion by television companies.
It will also promote coverage in infrastructure. "

!

Energy Reform: Mexico will be able to make better use of its
vast energy resources that were previously technically and economically impossible to exploit, boosting development. Hundreds of thousands of high-level jobs for Mexican engineers,
technicians and specialists who are internationally competitive
will be created. The Energy Reform will create more energy so
that housewives, entrepreneurs and Mexicans, with small or
medium businesses will pay less for electricity and gas. Clean,
renewable energy use will be promoted and multiplied, while
oil, oil reserves and oil revenues will remain the exclusive property of the nation. The Reform also opens vast opportunities
for outside investment."

!

Petróleos Mexicanos (PEMEX) and the Comisión Federal de
Electricidad (CFE), state owned oil and power companies, will
continue acting as levers of national development; and will
remain public companies with 100% Mexican ownership. "
This Energy Reform strengthens national sovereignty, increases
the country’s energy security and will allow Mexico to have
enough energy for more businesses to set up in the country and
create new jobs. Mexico can become an energy power for the
benefit of all Mexicans."

!
!

!
Financial reform: It promotes and strengthens development
banks. It highlights the mandate of financial institutions to
promote growth, by creating greater opportunities for development in strategic economic sectors. Financial Reform will
trigger works, enhance the countryside and exports and support the productive projects of Mexican firms and entrepreneurs. Financial Reform will provide valuable support for the
goals set by the National Entrepreneur’s Institute. Moreover,
the Development Banks will have more flexibility in its operations, to fulfill its various social purposes, such as gender equality and the development of Science, Technology and Innovation."
"
Financial Reform provides new schemes to comply with commercial contracts and arrangements that facilitate the granting
and enforcement of guarantees. Financial institutions will thereby have greater legal certainty and reduced risks, enabling
them to pay more at lower interest rates. Conditions are therefore being created to support the creation of more firms and
also to enable existing ones to grow and consolidate. This reform also establishes a legal framework that promotes competition, multiplying and improving credit options for Mexicans.
These will mean lower rates, lower fees and better services.
Finally this reform reinforces the soundness of the financial
sector.

Treasury reform: It sets a progressive character to the fiscal
regime, in which those earning more will contribute with a
larger share of taxes, thus generating larger resources that will
be spent eﬃciently and with transparency. It also promotes
prosperity, inclusiveness and fairness. To achieve these it introduces new simplified schemes that stimulate formality among
business and etrepeuners. It guarantees fiscal responsibility
through changes in the law that regulates income, expenditure,
public debt and transparency."

!

There is a new set of rules that promotes structural balance and
allows for savings in a long term fund in times of accelerated
growth and high income. From there resources can be drawn
when dynamics are low. Limits were set to public spending and
investment in education and infrastructure are tagged as a priority."
In particular the 2014 Budget has a historically high spending
figure of 4.48 billion pesos, where 60% of resources will be
spent in social developments programs, 32.5% in economic
development! only 7% in government activities and 0.5% for
the stabilising fund. "

!

It is estimated that in average and for the years 2015 to 2018,
this reform alone will represent an increase in economic growth
of 0.2 per cent."

!

With information from:"
www.presidencia.gob.mx and http://www.shcp.gob.mx/SALAPRENSA/"
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Mexican Landscape
México encourages competence in Telecommunications
As a consequence of the reform in the telecommunications sector, the newly created Mexico’s Federal
Telecommunications Institute (IFT), declared that
phone companies Telmex and Telcel, as well as television giant Televisa, dominant in their respective
markets and ordered them to open up to domestic
and foreign competitors. "

The new telecommunications regulator has sweeping powers to police dominant telecommunications companies and TV broadcasters, right down
to their prices and discounts. In addition, the IFT
has far-reaching powers to order companies to sell
assets, revoke concessions and share networks and
infrastructure."
In normal words, this decision will allow more telephone and TV companies to participate in Mexico, and for the current ones to facilitate the participation of new competitors (IFT also announced
that it had opened biding for two new national television broadcast network concessions)."

!

In the case of the TV, and unlike Australia that has
5 major networks that broadcast digital television
(free television), Mexico has two big networks (Televisa and TV Azteca) and one of them (Televisa),
with the 70% of the television market and around
56% of cable and satellite television combined. "

!

IFT, which replaced the old Federal Telecommunications Commission, Cofetel, was launched after
last year’s sweeping telecom bill was pushed through as part of Mexico President Enrique Pena
Nieto’s historic reform blueprint, dubbed the Pact
for Mexico, which also saw passage of major new
regulations in energy, tax, finance, education and
politics."

!

In the case of the telephone and mobile market,
América Móvil conglomerate currently controls
80% of Mexico’s landline phone market through
Telmex, and 70% of the wireless market, through
aﬃliate Telcel. This situation diﬀers with Australia,
where the mobile market is divided among three big
providers: Telstra (14 million of subscribers), Optus
(9.5. million) and Vodafone (three million).*"

!

Like the Australian Communications and Media
Authority (ACMA), the IFT is an independent regulatory panel, was created in 2013 as part of a monopoly-busting telecom legislation designed to
boost competition in Mexico’s telephone and television sectors.
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Mexico on the Move
The Aerospace Sector in Mexico	

Mexico has consolidated its aerospace sector as a global leader. It has
recorded almost 20% annual growth
in the last seven years. Currently,
there are 270 companies and support
entities in the countr y, most of
which ha ve widel y adopted and
standardized quality management
systems for the aerospace industry,
such as NADCAP and AS9100 certifications."

tion vocations of the country's aerospace clusters. To do so, the capabilities, specificity, existing industrial
niches and prospective analysis of
the various competitiveness poles in
Mexico would be considered."

!

!

Sonora´s strategy is based on the
development of the supply chain,
with a focus on innovation, mainly in
turbine manufacturing, and the generation of specialized talent aimed
at the industry's needs. "

These companies are located mainly
in six states and employ more than
31,000 high level professionals."
International Trade
By 2012, exports from the Mexican
aerospace industry reached a value
of 5.040 billion dollars. Foreign and
national investment in the sector
exceeded 1 billion dollars in 2010
and 3 billion in the last three years."
According to estimates from the

!

The state plans to follow mediumand long-term strategies in order to
become a global leader in turbine
manufacturing. To achieve this goal,
it plans actions that include competitive costs throughout the production chain, as well as talent and local
the maturity of the aerospace indus- manager development."
try, which has enabled the state to
attract strategic projects from the Querétaro has the potential to speleading companies in high-techno- cialize in turbine design, manufactulogy dual and restricted use goods ring, assembly and Maintenance,
(particularly with its clear vocation Repair and Overhaul (MRO) of
for precision-machined products).
The state’s three main strategic milestones for the aerospace sector are:"

!

!

•
"Strategic Program of the Aerospace
Industry 2010-2020," coordinated by
the Ministry of Economy (SE), the
industry is expected to export 12.26
billion dollars in 2020, with a 14% •
average annual growth rate."

!

National Strategy: It maintains its
focus on transforming Mexico into a
destination where the complete cycle of an aircraft can be achieved:
from design and engineering; to part
manufacturing and assembly; aircraft
maintenance; and recycling and/or
refurbishment of aircrafts that have
completed their lifecycle."

!

Regional Strategies: For the next
development stage of the aerospace
and defence (A+D) industry in Mexico, it was agreed to define strategies
to identify and develop the produc-

!

• 2025: It triggers and coordinates
actions to make Mexico the leader in
Latin America in fuselage systems
Chihuahua's strategy is based on and high power by potency systems"

!
!
!

• 2020: It is the main KPO (knowledge process outsourcing) export
hub for the A+D industry in Mexico."

!
!

2016: To become Latin America’s
leading competitiveness pole in
hightechnologies and dual-use
goods."
2016: To export 1.3 billion dollars."

• 2021: To reduce its dependency on complex fuselage parts, turbines and
mold, tool and specialized services landing gears."
by 50%."
As an important coordination meBaja California's strategy focuses chanism between the industry and
on knowledge process outsourcing higher education and research instiservices (KPO) for the A+D industry. tutes, the Aerospace Research and
In addition, the state has the poten- Innovation Network of Querétaro
tial to develop fuselage systems and (RIIAQ) helps develop and strengtpower plants, which will make it an hen research, technological deveimportant manufacturing supplier lopment and
with integrated value chains."
• 2015: It is an internationally competitive pole due to a high value
productive ecosystem. "

!

!

!
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and innovation capabilities."

!

Administration (FAA), with the goal of introducing
goods and designs into the US market."

!

The states of Nuevo León, Tamaulipas, Jalisco,
Coahuila and San Luis Potosí, aerospace-driven Mexico's strategic geographic location and
regions, also have extraordinary capabilities in this competitive and comparative advantages have
sector. "
made it the ideal location to produce dual-use
goods and restricted technologies, that is, products
and services that can be used in both civil and
Competitiveness
military applications. Due to this potential, a
regulatory framework now exists which ensures the
Mexico has forged its vocation as a centre for high responsible use and final destination of sensitive
strategic value manufacturing, engineering and goods produced in Mexico."
development, due to the degree of technological
sophistication of its exports, its engineering talent The Mexican Government has developed an
(with the highest number of graduates in the export control system that has allowed Mexico to
Americas), the quality and competitiveness of its enter a group of countries which prevent the
workforce and, par ticularl y, its respect for proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, but
industrial property."
support high-tech civil and military projects. This

!
!

!

!

According to estimates by Alix Partners, Mexico is
the most competitive country in the world, in
terms of manufacturing costs, which are
approximately 21% lower than in the United States,
11% lower than in China and 3% lower than in
India."

!

Mexican export control system was evaluated by
countries that are members of the Wassenaar
Arrangement (WA). Mexico was accepted in record
time, since no new country had been admitted for
more than five years. Mexico's adhesion to the WA
ratifies the international community's trust in the
country, as it consolidates as a reliable destination
for the integration of sensitive technologies. "

!

According to a study by KPMG, Mexico is the
most competitive country in America, in terms of There are many successful business stories, read
about them in coming issues, where we will also be
aerospace manufacturing costs."
discussing the extraordinary aerospace capabilities
in the states of Nuevo León, Tamaulipas, Jalisco,
Coahuila and San Luis Potosí. "

!

Wi t h
information
from:
http://
w w w. p r o m e x i co . g o b . m x / e s _ m x / p r o m e x i co /
Transporte"

!
!
These factors have created highly competitive
poles that operate in a certified and world-class
e c o s y s t e m . T h e B i l a t e r a l Av i a t i o n S a f e t y
Agreement (BASA) with the US is a clear example.
It enables companies located in Mexico to validate
certifications granted by the Directorate of Civil
Aviation, the Mexican authority (DGAC), with
t h o s e g r a n t e d b y t h e Fe d e r a l Av i a t i o n
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Magic of Mexico
GUANAJUATO
Defined as one of the most important cities during the viceroyalty, Guanajuato played a major role in the Mexican
War of Independence. The city is spread over the hills surrounding it, from where you will be able to see its cobbled streets, gardens, squares and colourful façades, all of which combine the pre-Hispanic culture with the Spanish culture."
"
Guanajuato was declared Cultural Heritage of the World by the United Nations Education, Science, and Culture
Organization because it has several of the most beautiful examples of Baroque architecture in America, and because it is an outstanding example of an architectural ensemble that incorporates the industrial and economic
aspects of a mining town."

!

You must walk along its beautiful alleys and listen to its traditional legends that tell the history of the city, all of
which will make you stay an unforgettable experience."

!

Visit its most representative mines which still retain objects
used by the workers who made of this city a leader in Mexico’s mining towns."

!

Try the traditional dishes of the state, such as the enchiladas
mineras, prepared with corn tortillas, stuﬀed with farm
cheese with onion, and topped with chile guajillo and tomato sauce."
"
The University of Guanajuato, The Callejon del Beso (Alley of the Kiss), the La Valenciana Mine, the Juarez
Theater, the Alhondiga de Granaditas, the monument in honor of the Pipila, the Plaza de la Paz (Peace Square),
the de la Olla Dam and the Museum of Mummies."

!
!

The Church that Silver Built
In the village of La Valenciana near the entrance to the La Valenciana silver mine stands one of the most impressive attractions in Guanajuato; the Templo de San Cayetano de La Valenciana dated back to the 18th century (San
Cayetano Church). The San Cayetano Church sits atop a hill overlooking the city of Guanajuato and stands as a
monument to the vast wealth of the La Valenciana silver mine and the rich history of silver mining in the Bajio, or
heartland, of Mexico during the colonial period."

!

The San Cayetano Church was built by Antonio de Obregon y Alcocer, the Conde de Valenciana (Count of Valenciana) and original owner of the La Valenciana silver mine. Construction of the church began in 1765 and was
completed in 1788. The San Cayetano Church was financed with profits from the La Valenciana silver mine, once
one of the richest and most productive silver mines in the world."
"
The church was built using a local pink stone known as cantera rosa. The facade is carved in Mexican baroque
style and the side windows feature neo-mudejar style arches. The church was never quite finished, and you’ll notice that it is missing the second bell tower and clock on the right hand side."

!

The village of La Valenciana is located on the northern edge of
the city of Guanajuato and it’s a must-see Guanajuato attraction.
Begin your visit with a tour of the adjacent silver mine before
stepping inside the San Cayetano Church later in the day to admire the golden interior illuminated in the light of the mid-afternoon sun.
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Victory at the Alhondiga de Granaditas

!

The Alhondiga de Granaditas in Guanajuato is a historical building, monument and regional history and art museum built between 1798 and 1809. Alhondiga means “grain storehouse or market”, and the building originally
housed a large grain and seed storehouse, or granary."
"
In 1810, the building became a fortress for Spanish troops and loyalist leaders and the site of the first major victory over the Spanish. Under the command of Miguel Hidalgo, a local miner by the name of Jose de los Reyes
Martinez, nicknamed El Pipila, tied a large stone to his back to deflect bullets and breached the Spanish defences
by burning down the fortress doors."
"
Hidalgo’s troops were victorious, and a statue and monument to honor El Pipila was erected on a hillside overlooking Guanajuato. The hilltop monument and Guanajuato attraction can be accessed via a funicular that runs
up the hillside from the Jardin de la Union, or central plaza."

!

Spanish-owned mining operations had brought
great prosperity to the region, and the Mexican
Independence movement continued to face significant opposition in colonial Guanajuato. Revolutionary leaders Hidalgo, Allende, Aldama and Jimenez
were eventually captured and beheaded, their heads
hung from the four corners of the Alhondiga de
Granaditas."

!

In 1864, the Alhondiga de Granaditas building was
converted into a prison, and in 1967, it became the
Museo Regional de Guanajuato (Regional Museum of Guanajuato). The museum houses exhibits on colonial history, pre-Columbian artefacts and regional crafts. Murals in the staircase created by Jose Chavez Morado depict
the history of the colonial era and the region’s role in the struggle for Mexican Independence."
"
Attached to one side of the building is a large plaza with a wide staircase that is used as an open-air auditorium
and hosts live performances during the city’s annual International Cervantes Festival, the most important event
of the year for Guanajuato tourism."

!
!

City's Underground Roadways
Guanajuato is a city that’s best explored on foot and the layout of the city’s historic downtown is ideal for walking. European-style plazas are linked to one another via cobblestone streets and callejones (alleyways) that wind up and down the hillside, many of
which are pedestrian-only and too narrow for cars.
Navigating the streets of Guanajuato City presents
a unique challenge for motorists."

!

The Rio Guanajuato (Guanajuato River) used to
flow beneath the city of Guanajuato and frequently
caused the city streets to flood, especially during
the rainy season. In the mid-20th century, engineers constructed a dam to redirect the river into
underground caverns and alleviate the flooding. The redirection of the river left behind a network of underground
tunnels, which were later converted into roadways to help accommodate the city’s traﬃc."

!
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One of the first things you’ll notice when you arrive in Guanajuato, is that the majority of the city’s motorists use
this network of underground tunnels to get around the city. As a result, traﬃc is light throughout many of the
streets and alleyways of the historic centre. "

!

Guanajuato’s complex underground network of roadways is paved in cobblestones and well-lit with junctions,
cross roads and even pedestrian footpaths. The organization of the tunnels is similar to that of a city subway system and several local public bus routes run underground."

!

Stone staircases lead down from street level into the underground tunnels oﬀering pedestrians an alternative to the
labyrinth of alleyways that snake through the historic centre
of Guanajuato. Even if you’re not planning to drive while
visiting the city, it’s worth heading underground to explore
this expansive network of tunnels and roadways."

!

!
!

Guanajuato is a city steeped in legend, and its famous tunnels are no exception. According to local legend, La Llorona
(the weeping woman) is said to wander the tunnels of Guanajuato."

Legends and Serenades
Guanajuato is a city steeped in legends and myths, many dating as far back as the 16th century. The telling of local legends such as La Llorona (the weeping woman), El Truco (the trick) and the famous Callejon del Beso (Alley
of the Kiss) are Guanajuato attractions, and best told by local guides."

!

The sharing of local legends is part of the tradition of the callejoneada, a type of “walking serenade”, during
which local musicians dress up in traditional 17th century costumes and weave their way through the cobblestone
streets and narrow alleyways of colonial Guanajuato while playing music, singing popular folk songs, telling stories and reciting local legends."

!

The tradition of the callejoneada was introduced into Mexico after the arrival of the Spanish. In Guanajuato callejoneadas are popular folkloric events that are often performed by groups of student musicians and frequently
referred to as estudiantinas. Callejoneadas are held in the evenings and on weekends and holidays, as often as five
times each week, and often to entertain visitors to the city."
"
The routes that the callejoneadas follow vary depending on
the particular event, but you can expect to tour much of the
historic centre of Guanajuato. Common meeting points
include the steps of the Theatre Juarez (Juarez Theatre) and
Jardin de la Union (Union Garden), or central plaza. Callejoneadas visit many Guanajuato attractions including the
Hidalgo market and the Alley of the Kiss, often accompanied by a bottle of wine or tequila."
"
The appropriately named Callejon del Beso (Alley of the
Kiss) is one of Guanajuato’s narrowest alleyways, and it’s here that two people standing on opposite balconies can
share a kiss. Legends tell of star-crossed lovers sharing forbidden kisses across this alleyway and today, visiting
couples who share a kiss while standing on opposite sides of the alleyway can expect to enjoy many happy years
together."

www.visitmexico.com
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MEXICO GRAVITATES TOWARDS THE OSCARS.
The evening of the OSCARS, a classic American Sunday night in the dawn of spring, for more than eighty years,
has been witness of the numerous achievements of those who devote their lives to the art of filmmaking. However, this consequential event has now been bystander of a new ground-breaking moment: for the very first time
in history, a born and raised Mexican filmmaker is now part of the exclusive elite of winners. "

!

His name is Alfonso Cuaron Orozco and he achieved his dreams in more
than one way; as a kid he wanted to reach for the stars by either becoming a
filmmaker or an astronaut, and he certainly did both when his revolutionary
space thriller “Gravity” was highly welcomed and acclaimed by the public
and the critics. It took him three years to develop the film but the result
made history in the halls of the famous Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles when
he received the OSCAR for best director on Sunday the 2nd of March 2014.
It has been a long rocky road not only for Cuaron to come this far, but for
many Mexicans that are passionate to tell a story in the international silver
screen. However, our national talent is strong and has managed to leak into
the narrow sphere of Hollywood cinema. Many movie connoisseurs would
be fondly reminiscent of the classic Mexican jewels that enlightened the
opulent theatres of the 1930’s and 1960’s: these pieces not only moulded
what is defined as the golden era of Mexican film but they, additionally, now
serve in many ways as the yard stick in which many of today’s international
films are measured. Let us remember a very important Mexican piece that
turned heads within the classic international film paradigm: Roberto Gavaldon’s mildly controversial supernatural drama, “Macario”. This revolutionary film, like Cuaron’s “Gravity”, also made history; this movie was the
very first Latin American film to spark serious interest in the Academy. The
result was a nomination for best foreign language film in
1960 and the inception of a catalyst that would place the
eyes of the world within the, back then, silent microcosms
of Mexican and Latin American motion pictures. Henceforth, the landscape of Mexican cinema has gone through a
process of evolution and thorough growth, shifting according to its surroundings but, more importantly, suggesting
new trends and diﬀerent ways to tell stories. This was not
only shown with Cuaron’s ground-breaking techniques specifically developed for his latest film but also in the legendary year of 2007 when him, Alejandro Gonzales Inarritu,
Guillermo del Toro and a few other talented Mexicans were
nominated by the Academy in the same year. That year the
international public beheld and witnessed amazing and diﬀerent movies created by Mexicans like “Babel”, “Children of Men” and “Pan’s Labyrinth”. Although, the pride of
these filmmakers ended with the honour of only being nominated, their purpose was fulfilled as the impact of
their stories still lingers within the Mexican and international consciousness. "

!

The Mexican presence in the international movie sphere started
with a whisper that has now become a loud and constant shout
that puts forth new ways of telling stories. Our presence in the
Academy is now more than just of Mexico’s Indio Fernandez’s
nude body captured for the making of the OSCAR statue; we are
now becoming holders and owners of that award. Let the achievement of these people be a memento of the famous Mexican wit,
which originates in the harshest of conditions but flourishes to
revolutionise and shift paradigms. "
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TIMELINE OF THE EMBASSY OF MEXICO IN AUSTRALIA
In August 1966, Mr Eugenio de Anzorena arrived in Canberra to establish the Embassy of the United Mexican States and acquired a property at 40 Mugga Way, where he opened the Chancery and the Residence."

!

In December 1966 Mr de Anzorena was appointed Ambassador until his departure in October 1968. Mr Jose Calvillo Treino
became the Chargé d' Aﬀaires, a.i. until the arrival of the second Ambassador, Mr Roberto Molina-Pasquel, in December 1968,
who moved the Residence to 63 Mugga Way and the Chancery to 5 Nuyts Street in Red Hill."

!

Ambassador Molina-Pasquel left in February 1971 and Mr Nicholas Escalante became Chargé d' Aﬀaires, until the arrival of
the third Ambassador, H.E. Mr Jose Gamas-Torruco, in April 1971. In June 1972 the Chancery was moved to 1 Beagle Street,
Red Hill and in October of that year the residence was moved 9 Melbourne Avenue in Forrest (formerly the Danish
residence)."

!
!
!

In April 1976 Mr Gamas Torruco returned to Mexico and Mr Gonzalo Aguirre Enrile became Chargé d' Aﬀaires, a.i. until the
arrival in October 1976 of Mr Donaciano Gonzalez Gomez as Ambassador. "
Ambassador Gonzalez Gomez left in June 1978 and Mr Jaime Cordero Rossel became the new Chargé d' Aﬀaires, a.i. until de
arrival on November 1978 of H.E. Mr Luis Echeverria, former President of Mexico to serve as Ambassador. "
In April 1979 the residence was moved to 75 Endeavour Street, Red Hill as a temporary measure whilst a more suitable residence could be found. That did not transpire before the departure of Ambassador Echeverria in December 1979 and Mr Sergio Romero Cuevas assumed duty as Chargé d'Aﬀairs, a.i."

!

In August 1980 Mr Jesus Cabrera Muñoz Ledo arrived to serve as Ambassador and the residence, the residence was at that
time located at 7 Torres Street, in Red Hill. Finally, in May 1982, the residence and Chancery were, respectively, in the Mexican
owned properties at 7 Darwin Avenue and 14 Perth Avenue in Yarralumla."

!
!

Ambassador Cabrera returned to Mexico in June 1985 and Mr Eduardo Castellanos acted as Chargé d' Aﬀaires, a.i. until the
appointment of Mr Jesus Francisco Domene Vazquez as Ambassador in September 1985."
In May 1989, the Ambassador's Domene tour of duty in Australia ended and Mr Lorenzo Vignal acted as Chage d'Aﬀaires, a.i.
until the arrival of Mr Alejandro Morales in August 1989 as Ambassador. Due to ill health, Mr Morales returned to Mexico in
October 1991 and Mr Everardo Suarez was appointed Chargé d’Aﬀaires, a.i."

!

The next Ambassador Mr Enrique Buj Flores arrived in July 1992 and left in 1995. Pending the successor, Mr Eusebio Del Cueto acted as Chargé d’Aﬀaires, a.i. until Mr Raphael Steger Cantaño was appointed in March 1996 until February 2004. The
Embassy was then represented by Mr Tirzo Beltran Torres as the Chargé d’Aﬀaires until the arrival of Mrs Martha Ortiz de
Rosas, who presented credentials in June 2004. "

!
!

The next Ambassador, Mrs Beatriz Lopez Gargallo
arrived in March 2010 and left on 17 January 2014. "
The current Ambassador, Armando G Alvarez
Reina arrived on 18 January 2014, and presented
credentials in February."

!

By our Australian friend, Tony Eastaway
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GLOBAL NETWORK OF HIGHLY QUALIFIED MEXICANSAUSTRALIAN CHAPTER
We invite you to become a member of the Global network of
highly qualified Mexicans- Australian Chapter (Red Global de
Mexicanos altamente calificados- Capitulo Australia- RGM/Australia) "

!

On the 20th of March 2014, the RGM/Australia started its registration process as an association in Victoria.
The main aim of
this Global Network is to create and facilitate opportunities for
people of Mexican origins living in Australia and those who have
great aﬃnity with Mexico to contribute to scientific, educational, business, and cultural projects that enhance the relationship
and understanding between Australia and Mexico and add value
to both economies."

!

The Global Network has 30 chapters operating all over the world. Although all the Chapters operate
independently from the Mexican Government, we try as much as possible, to co-ordinate activities
with the relevant Mexican authorities. The RGM/Australia network has strong backing from the Mexican Embassy."

!

In Mexico the network is co-ordinated by the Instituto de Mexicanos en el Exterior (IME) and the International network’s Co-ordinator is Dr. Jorge Zavala (based in Silicon Valley). The Asia/Pacific Coordinator is Fernando Macias (China)."

!

For more information please contact Dr. Victor Del Rio (vdelrio@cbtsla.com.au)"

Mexicans Down Under
MR. MOUSTACHE
Two Mexican entrepreneurs, Regina
Bueno Ros and Bildo Saravia Fuentes,
opened a Bistrot & Cantina in Sydney. Located in the heart of the new
Ad i n a co m p l e x o n b u z z i n g Ha l l
Street in Bondi, Mr. Moustache is an
intimate, sophisticated and fun drinking and dining experience. Part bistro, part cantina, and with a focus on
the distinctive Mexican liquor mezcal, Mr. Moustache aims to take diners to the real Mexico, with a hint of
surrealism.
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The menu, created by chef Pablo Galindo and executed by head chef Sam Connally, takes inspiration from Mexican street food stalls, or puestos. Flavoursome street food classics are given a modern update with a hint of French styling, resulting in a menu that manages to be both traditional
and contemporary. Signature dishes include the tostaditas, tacos and tortita ahogada, a mini braised
pork sandwich drenched in hot chilli sauce."

!

Mr. Moustache also serves up the biggest range of mezcal in Australia, with over 60 varieties available from the bar. Mrs Moustache, passionate mezcal advocate Regina Bueno Ros, is always on-hand
to showcase the agave spirit to gungho guests. The cocktail list, overseen
by award-winning bartender Mike
Tomasic, also features this traditional
Mexican liquor, utilising it in a range
of classic cocktails given a Mr. Moustache mezcal twist."

!

The 50-seat venue’s interior takes influence from Porfirio Diaz, an ex-Mexican president who was obsessed
with France. As a whole, the space
combines the two distinct architecture styles of Mexico City. The bar area
reflects Diaz’s enthusiasm for French
design, with opulent marble benches,
and generous use of glass and mirrored surfaces. The kitchen, however, makes reference to traditional Mexican puestos, utilising bright colours and rustic wooden finishes."
Mr. Moustache aims to create an elegant yet fun experience for locals and new customers alike. It
represents the mystical and convivial atmosphere of the authentic Mexico."
"
Mr. Moustache is located at 69-71 Hall Street Bondi NSW 2026. They can be contacted on 02 9300 8892. Mr.
Moustache is open Monday to Friday from 5pm – 11pm, Saturday from 10am – 11pm and Sunday from 10am –
10pm.%

!
!

www.facebook.com/MrMoustacheBondi%

Did you know? %
Mexico is the 4th largest exporter of computers, IT services
and cars
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Dear friends, "

!

If you have any question or comments regarding this publication please feel free to contact us at mexicodownunder@mexico.org.au

Se invita a los mexicanos a compartir sus historias de éxito en
Australia, mandándolas en no más de una cuartilla arial 12 y
con fotografías a vtrevino@mexico.org.au.

Embassy of Mexico Team"

!
Armando Gonzalo Álvarez Reina
Ambassador

!
!
!

Víctor Manuel Treviño Escudero
Deputy Head of Mission
María Luisa González Manjarrez
Head of Trade, Economic, Touristic, International Cooperation and G20
Rafael Ignacio Montoya Bayardo
Head of Political Section

!
!
!

Gerardo Serrano Gasca
Consul and Cultural Attache
Mauricio Rubio Ancona
Administrative Officer
Arturo García Miranda
IT Manager

!

Staff
Cristina Perks
Rodrigo Paramo
Lucy Prieto
Laura Navarro
Rodrigo Espejel

Follow us"

"
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EmbamexAustralia"

"

!

Twitter:

https://twitter.com/EmbaMexAus"

Embassy of Mexico in Australia"
14 Perth Avenue, Yarralumla ACT 2600, Canberra, Australia"
Phone (61-02) 6273-3963, 6273-3905"
email: embamex@mexico.org
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