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Buenas tardes, estimados invitados, bienvenidos! 

Guten Abend, liebe Gäste! Herzlich willkommen! 

Bonsoir, mesdames et messieurs, soyez les bienvenus! 

For the Mexican Embassy and for me personally it is an honor to welcome you at this 

very special event. We are about to watch a historic documentary about an 

extraordinary human being. 

Gilberto Bosques, or Don Gilberto, as he is both affectionately and respectfully 

remembered in Mexico, was a truly exceptional person as you will see for yourselves 

in the documentary Visa al Paraíso directed by Lillian Liberman. 

I don´t want to spoil the film for you by getting into too much detail about his life and 

work. Suffice it to say that few diplomats have done so much good for so many 

people in need, providing them with shelter and hope for a new life, literally granting 

them a visa to paradise. Nothing describes his modesty and selflessness better than 

his famous reply when being praised for his achievements: “No fui yo, fue México” (“It 

was not me, it was Mexico”).  

I never had the honor of meeting Don Gilberto personally but since my childhood his 

name was often mentioned with admiration by my father who had the privilege of 

working closely with him as a young diplomat in France during the Nazi occupation. 

For me, Don Gilberto is not only an example for future generations of diplomats 

representing the best of humanitarian solidarity but also a symbol of friendship and 

understanding between Mexico and Switzerland. 

Indeed, Don Gilberto has also become a symbolic link between our two countries 

through his Swiss-Mexican grandchildren, Cristina and Hanspeter Mock, who honor 

us with their presence this evening. 

Last but not least, allow me to point out a remarkable fact. Our event could not take 

place at a more appropriate time as we now commemorate the 75th anniversary of 

the Spanish exile in Mexico and the 70th anniversary of the emotional return of Don 

Gilberto and his family to his home country after his release from Nazi captivity. 

So, dear guests, without further ado, I hope that you enjoy the film as well as the 

Apéro with Mexican delicacies to which you are most cordially invited after the show.  

Muchas gracias! 


