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Production
The production of medical devices was valued at 5,066 
million USD in 2009 and employed more than 99,500 
people.2 

In Mexico, this sector has more than 2,000 economic 
units*,2, of which approximately 400 companies3 are 
exporters; most of them are dedicated to manufacturing and 
assembly. 

The major manufacturing states of medical devices are: Baja 
California, Chihuahua, the Federal District, Jalisco, Sonora, 
Nuevo León, Morelos, Tamaulipas and the state of Mexico.

The cluster of medical products located in Baja 
California is an important success story. This cluster, in 
conjunction with San Diego, California, forms part of the most 
diverse and sophisticated bi-national grouping of medical 
products in North America. 

Baja California already accounts for more than 60 export 
companies in the sector, including Smiths, Tyco 
Healthcare, Cardinal Health, Pall Life Sciences, Medtronic, 
Gambro, Medimexico, ICU Medical Inc., Hudson Aci, Dj Ortho, 
CLP, Sunrise Medical, and North Safety Products, among 
others.

Medical Devices 
Sector 
Global Industry1

The medical device’s market value reached approximately 
309,800 million USD in 2010. 

The market value is expected to grow to 368,000 million USD 
by 2014, at an annual average rate  growth of 4.4% during 
the 2009-2014 period.1

Some of the Major Companies in 
the Sector.

 Country Exports 2010 (md) % Change 
2009/2010 

United States 5,421 15.47
France 123 18.16
Ireland 121 33.47

The Netherlands 29 - 76.34
Others 104 -16
Total 5,798 12.85

Source: GlobalTrade Atlas

Consumption4

Domestic consumption in the sector in 2009 was reported at 
2,416.8 million USD.

 Product Exports 2010 
(md) Share of Exports 

Medical, surgical and 
deontological instruments 

4,518 77.9%

Orthopedic devices and 
apparatus 

544 9.4%

Mechanotherapy devices 322 5.5%

Others 414 7.2%

Total 5,798 100%
Source: GlobalTrade Atlas

Products Considered Part of the Sector 
The sector is comprised of developers, manufacturers and 
distributors of material and devices for medical or health care use: 
equipment or instrument for medical, surgical and ontological 
use, splints, prosthetic, respiratory therapy and X-ray machines, 
surgical, dental or veterinary furnishings, among others. 

Most Important Regions in the Industry 
In 2009, the region with the largest income share  from the 
medical devices industry was America with 48%, followed by 
Europe with 32.6% and Asia-Pacific with 19.4%.1

Major Companies
The largest companies in the sector are: Johnson & Johnson, GE 
Healthcare, Siemens Healthcare, Cardinal Health, Medtronic and 
Baxter International, among others.

International Trade5

In 2010, Mexico exports totaled 5,798 million USD, 
representing a 12.8% growth compared with the previous 
year, while the trade balance showed a 3,016 million 
USD surplus.

Mexico’s main export goods at the global level are:

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)3

The FDI of the medical devices industry rose to 927.5 
million USD in the 1999-2010 period. Major countries 
investing in this sector include the United States of America, 
Switzerland, Germany and the Netherlands.

1. Source: Datamonitor, Global Health Care Equipment & Supplies, April 2010 
2. Source: National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI)

3. Source: Secretariat of Economy
* Refers to manufacturing companies, plants and offices for distribution and 
sales.

4. Source: Business Intelligence Unit estimates (UIN) with data from INEGI and 
the Global Trade Atlas.
5. Source: Global Trade Atlas
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Chambers & Associations 
National Industrial and Transformation 
Chamber (CANACINTRA) 
Facilitates the development of local industry by interacting 
with the federal, state and municipal governments, and 
lobbying on behalf of companies.

National Chamber for the Pharmaceutical 
Industry (CANIFARMA)
The foremost representative of the industry in Mexico 
comprised of 173 laboratories. 

National Association of Medication 
Manufacturers (ANAFAM)
The organization representing the most important 
medication manufacturing companies in Mexico. 

Mexican Association of the Pharmaceutical 
Research Industries (AMIIF)
This association is responsible for strengthening the image 
of the pharmaceutical research industry and disseminating 
progress reports on pharmacological research. 

Mexican Pharmaceutical Association 
(AFMAC)
This is the agency responsible for promoting technical and 
scientific excellence in the pharmaceutical community.

Success Stories6

GE expects to invest 60 million USD in Mexico in the 2010-
2012 period. This investment will be directed to the transfer 

of production lines to assemble medical 
products, motors and turbines for energy 
generation. The company has highlighted the 
advantages of establishing itself in Mexico 
which include: qualified manpower, ease of 
opening new businesses and logistical costs.

Competitiveness
Mexico possesses a modern intellectual property 
framework. Compared to China and other Asian countries, 
there are no technology transfer requirements or 
association with local enterprises.

Mexico has a world class, broad industrial base, especially 
in the electric-electronic sector. This, therefore, guarantees 
the existence of skilled labor, local suppliers of key materials 
and the basic industrial infrastructure required by the sector.

Mexico is the most competitive country in the world in 
terms of manufacturing costs, which are already around 
25% lower than those of the United States, and lower than 
BRIC countries.7

According to the World Bank, Mexico is the best country 
in Latin America for doing business, and also is ranked 35th 
in the world.

Only 9 days and 6 processes are required to start a 
new business, and this performance is demonstrably better 
compared to all Latin America region and the BRICs (Brazil, 
Russia, India and China)8

Mexico is one of the most open economies in the world, 
as its international trade is equal to 58% of the GDP and 
represents more than 40% of the total trade in Latin America.5

In the past decade, the average annual growth rate of 
engineering graduates in Mexico was 7% which places it 
above the population growth rate.9 In 2010, the number of 
engineering graduates in the country totaled approximately 
114,000.10

A Message for Investors
Mexico’s location facilitates considerable savings 
in the area of logistics, provides close supervision of the 
manufacturing process and makes plant inspection by the 
health authorities an easy matter.

Mexico is the 5th ranked exporter of instruments and 
medical equipment at the global level and the 3rd most 
important exporter at the global level of tubular metal and 
suture needles.5

Talking about medical devices, Mexico is the US main 
supplier, the principal exporter in Latin America and 
holds the 11th exporter rank position at a global level.5

Mexico’s proximity to the US, Canada and Latin America 
allows the reduction in logistical costs for products, due to 
their weight and volume, are more costly to transport and 
store. Also, Mexico’s access to the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
distinguish it as a strategic location to do business and 
exchange goods with Europe and Asia. 

As a result of free trade agreements (FTAs) with more than 
40 countries, Mexico has access to a potential market 
of more than one thousand million consumers, and 63% of the 
world GDP, positioning it as an important export platform.

México is a safe place for foreign investment. Our country has 
signed 28 IPPAs (Investment Promotion and Protection 
Agreements) and DTTs (Double Taxation Treaties) with 
more than 40 countries.11 

Mexico is the 8th most attractive place for foreign 
investors on a global level.12

Shelter Services: these permit businesses to commence 
operations more easily, as they issue the necessary permits 
for them to begin operations without having to worry about 
questions of customs, legality and administration. 

Federal Programs in the 
Sector3 
Tax Refund on Imports and Exports 
(Drawback)
In a case where the producer has imported materials which 
are incorporated into merchandise for export, the program 
offers the possibility of a refund of the general import tax on 
these materials. 

Sectorial Promotion Programs (PROSEC)
In a case where the producer has imported materials which 
are incorporated into merchandise for export, the program 
permits the import of such materials at a preferential ad-
valorem rate.

Manufacturing Industry, Bonded Assembly 
and Export Services (IMMEX)
This program simplifies the procedures and requirements 
established by the bonded assembly regime for those 
companies which already have a structured business plan. 
It allows temporary import of goods or services used in the 
industrial process; it is geared towards the development, 
transformation or repair of imported foreign merchandise.

6. Source: Bonded Assembly Portal [Maquila Portal]
7. Source: Alix Partners 2010
8. Source: Doing Business, The Word Bank [WB] 2010

9. 1.4% annual average in the period 2000-2010, National Institute of Statistics and 
Geography [INEGI].
10. Source: National Institute on Science and Technology (CONACYT).
11. Source: Secretariat of Economy/Secretariat of Finance and Public Credit 

12. Source: Foreign Direct Investment [FDI] Confidence Index, A.T. Kearney, 
2010


